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Comfort for Dark Days 





July 16, 1960 (Lesson for July 31) 
“I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, , . 
though he were dead, yet shall he Lesson 5.—Luxury and Idolatry Ruin a Nation 
live: and whosoever liveth and be- Hosea 8:1-5; 10:1-12; 13:1-6; 14:1, 4, 9 


lieveth in me shall never die” 
(John 11:25, 26). 
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Information About False Cults 


ELIGION ANALYSIS SERVICE 

INC., of 902 Hennepin Ave., Min- 
neapolis 3, Minn., is an interdenomina- 
tional, nonprofit agency designed to 
disseminate information about unscrip- 
tural cults and isms. In addition to 
being a depot of literature, providing 
some of the best information available 
on cults and their work, the agency puts 
out a sixteen-page quarterly. The Dis- 
cerner, (7 Issues for $1, or 12 for $1.50). 
Many testimonies, similar to the two that 
follow, tell of people being helped. Mrs. 
—, Lincoln, Nebr., says: “I can’t say 
too much in praise of The Discerner. I 
was so grateful that I was given a copy 
of it.” Mr. ——, Springville, N. Y., 
writes, “I have been reading over the 
material that I ordered concerning “Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses,” and I want to take 
time out to thank you and let you know 
that it not only has revealed to me their 
false doctrine, but has strengthened my 
faith as well.” 

On the board of reference are such 
well-known Christian leaders as Dr. 
Charles L. Feinberg; Oswald J. Smith, 
D.D.; Wm. R. McCarrell, D.D.; Norman 
B. Harrison, D.D.; Louis T. Talbot, and a 
score of others. Professor John E. 
Dahlin of Northwestern College, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., is the president and 
editor of its publications. He is a well- 
known Bible teacher and lecturer. 

The price list of literature published 
by Religion Analysis Service Inc. is free 
upon request, and a sample copy of The 
Discerner will be furnished those writ- 
ing for it. 
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Children at Home 


Julie’s Birthday Party 
By Hazel Matchinsky 


S MRS. GRANT turned the page 

of the calendar, she thought it 
would be safe to tell Julie about the 
plans for her birthday party. 

“A week and a half, can she wait 
that long?” she wondered. 

Of course Mrs. Grant knew that Julie 
would about burst with excitement, but 
it would be fun to have her help with 
all the plans for her own birthday 
party—the games, the lunch, the prizes, 
and the most fun of all, the invitations. 

Julie was in her first year of school. 
The plans were to have all the little 
girls in her class invited to the party. 
Mrs. Grant was sure both she and big 
sister Kathie could stand all the gig- 
gling of fifteen little first-grade girls for 
one afternoon. 

That evening, just before dinner, Mrs. 
Grant told Julie and Kathie of the 
plans. Their tongues were flying with 
all sorts of ideas. Kathie, who was 
three years older than Julie, thought 
she had good reason for the position of 
leader, but, of course, it was spunky 
little Julie’s prospective party. By the 
time their father arrived home for din- 
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ner, there were several little squabbles 
to clear up. 

All was running smoothly again by 
the time Mrs. Grant had the last dinner 
dish put away and the baby tucked in 
bed. She sat down with the girls and 
took out a note Miss Adams, the first- 


grade teacher, had given her. It was a 
list of all the girls in Julie’s class; Mrs. 
Grant wanted to be sure she did not 
miss any. 

“T’ll read them, Mother, while you 
write them down,” Kathie offered. 

“Tl lick the envelopes shut,” 
Julie’s eager way to help. 

All went fine until Anna’s name was 
read off. Mother noted Julie’s sur- 
prised look. 

“What is it, Julie, is licking a harder 
job than you figured on?” her mother 
questioned. 

“No, it isn’t the licking,” Julie mut- 
tered, “but Mother! Why are you send- 
ing an invitation to Anna?” Julie’s 
tone of voice indicated that some of the 
thrill of the party was gone. 

“What do you mean, Julie?” 
Mother’s puzzled reply. 

“Well,” stammered Julie, “well, Anna 
doesn’t talk just like we do, and, well, 
she dresses different.” 

Mother was amazed, she had no idea 
anyone felt this way about a sweet 
little girl like Anna, especially her own 
little Julie. It was true Anna had not 
been in this country too long, but to 
think Julie would want to leave her 
out! 

“Why Julie, you certainly can’t mean 
that. I know you play with her at 
school, and last summer at Bible school 
she mixed with all the other girls. I 
think she is learning very well,” her 
mother said. 

“That’s different’—Julie was think- 
ing hard—“but my birthday party, this 
is real special.” 

Mrs. Grant was deeply shocked. She 
reached over and put her hand on 
Julie’s shoulder, “Julie, none of us must 
ever feel that way about anyone else. 
Remember, Jesus loves all the children, 
whether they are American, German, 
or any other nationality. I know that 
you love Jesus; and if He loves all the 
children, don’t you think you had bet- 
ter try harder, too?” Her mother’s 
voice showed deep concern. 

Dad, overhearing, joined the group 
and set Julie on his knee. “Kitten,” 
he said, as he often called her, “I hear 
you singing a song around the house, 
‘Jesus loves the little children, all the 
children of the world.’ Now just what 
do you mean when you sing that song?” 

Julie thought real hard, looked from 
her father to her mother and knew that 
Anna belonged at the party as well as 
the other girls. 

The day of the party finally arrived. 
Julie was bouncing with excitement and 
stumbled when she ran to open the 
door for the first guest. Second to ar- 
rive was Anna. Julie was filled with 
a sense of guilt as she opened the door 
to let her in. Anna was beaming with 
happiness and proudly handed Julie a 
gift wrapped in bright paper. 
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“Just suppose I had not invited her,” 
Julie thought. 

The gifts were opened, the ice cream 
and cake eaten. The girls were having 
a jolly time playing games. Balancing 
a potato on their toe was the hardest 
and the most exciting. After all the 
screaming and yelling was over, Anna 
was the winner. Mrs. Grant gave her 
the prize and she in turn gave it to 
Julie; after all it was Julie’s party. 

“No, no,” Julie smiled and explained, 
“you won, so you keep the prize.” 

“You mean this is mine?” Anna asked 
in a surprised voice, “to keep for my- 
self?” 

When the special day was coming to 
a close and a very tired, sleepy, but 
extremely happy Julie was about to g0 
to bed, she gave her mother and father 
an extra special tight hug and _ said: 
“What a wonderful, happy day I’ve had, 
I liked my party and my presents, but 
my biggest treat was having Anna here, 

(Continued on page 563) 
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Death, Resurrection, and Evangelism 


Christ’s death and resurrection are inexorably united to 
His command to world evangelism. And the understanding 
and acceptance of the Biblical explanation of the atoning 
death of Christ and the historic fact of His triumphant 
resurrection demands a personal obligation to make Christ, 
who is salvation, known to men and women. If I am not in- 
volved in making known God’s Good News of salvation in 
Christ to mankind in one way or another, this is evidence 
that I have not entered into the reality of that eternal work 
of God in time whereby through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ the Kingdom of Heaven has been opened 
to all believers. The risen Lord made this incontrovertibly 
clear in his postresurrection conversation with the two dis- 
ciples who walked to Emmaus as described in Luke 24. In 
this account, beautiful in its simplicity, two disciples—per- 
haps man and wife—had left Jerusalem to return to their 
humble home in Emmaus. They were bewildered and broken. 
Their hope for the salvation of Israel had been set on Jesus 
of Nazareth. He was now dead and buried in a tomb. It was 
as they discussed these things that the risen Lord drew near 
and went with them. It was He who expounded the hidden 
truth concerning Himself in the Old Testament. It was He 
who made Himself knagwn to them as their risen Lord in the 
breaking of bread. It was in the reality of their new under- 
standing of the meaning of Christ’s death and the glory of 


His resurrection that they returned to Jerusalem to explain it 
all to the other disciples. While they were in the midst of this 
wonderful story, Jesus Himself drew near to them. He con- 
firmed all that the two had told the other disciples about Him. 
He demonstrated that He was no illusion by eating before 
them. He opened their understanding that they might compre- 
hend the true meaning of Scripture. Then He made this great 
declaration (Luke 24:46-48) that it was necessary for Christ, 
the Son of God, to die and to rise from among the dead in 
order “that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusa- 
lem” where He had been crucified. In this declaration He 
links His death and resurrection to world evangelism. He died 
and rose again in order that repentance and remission might 
be proclaimed to all nations. We cannot escape the inevitable 
conclusion that if we are not concerned, if we are not in- 
volved in one way or another with world evangelism, we 
have missed the point and purpose of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We are off center. We are not Biblical. We 
have failed to enter into the heart of the Gospel. Regardless 
of how much we may argue for the doctrine of the substi- 
tutionary atonement of Christ, or insist upon the histori- 
city of the Resurrection, unless we are declaring the Good 
News of salvation to mankind, we have failed to enter in to 
the meaning of the Cross or the Resurrection. 
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HATEVER may have happened 
WW: it since, the Christian way 
did not begin as a broad boule- 
vard. Our Lord said the gate to eternal 
life was strait and the way narrow. He 
said that few find it and from that to 
the faithful few in Sardis (Rev. 3:4), the 
New Testament does not give us the 
impression of a popular, all-inclusive 
movement. The early Christians were a 
persecuted minority group in a pagan 
world. It was said of certain worthies, 
“They were narrow, in other words 
they had an edge on them, as men that 
serve in great emergencies must have.” 
As long as the church kept that edge, 
nothing could stand before it. But Con- 
stantine came along and the pagans 
flocked into a popular catch-all fellow- 
ship. That almost smothered vital 
Christianity and we have had revival 
only as now and then some group has 
found the narrow way again. 
Today, with peaceful coexistence and 





conformity and compromise the prevail- 
ing marks of the age, nothing is 
abhorred more than narrowness and dif- 
ferentness. As the race is leveled into 
one faceless mass in a world-church and 
world-state preparatory to Antichrist, it 
is considered the unpardonable sin to 
be distinctive. Instead of meeting the 
challenge of this pagan civilization with 
the sharp edge of a dedicated minority, 
scorning the pleasures of the times and 
living by rigid discipline, we are now 
supposed to hold summit conferences 
with the heathen to work out a reli- 
gious formula acceptable to all. Such a 
hodgepodge built on the Fatherhood of 
God and brotherhood of man will de- 
ceive well-meaning souls who have 
never known how to separate truth 
from error, but any real work of God 
will be an outbreak of original narrow 
Christianity, foolishness to all natural 
men. We are devising clever ways of 
reducing the faith to what has been 





called “a fleshly and flat religious neu- 
trality.” 

Prayers for peace made in crazy-quilt 
fashion from the Koran, from Hinduism, 
from the Bible, may deceive some poli- 
ticians, but God is not mocked. When 
a Catholic priest, a Jewish rabbi, and a 
Protestant minister stage a religious 
rally, it does not mean that the mil- 
lennium is just around the corner. 
Everybody is riding the religious band- 
wagon these days, which may mean 
the opposite of what some optimists 
imagine. “Woe unto you when all men 
speak well of you” might be spoken of 
religion. 

Paul did not meet the perils of pagan 
Rome by working out an agreement 
with Caesar. He did not dwell on how 
much the Gospel had in common with 
Rome. 
by taking in unrelated groups “who al- 
most believe as we do.’ He could have 
grown tolerant in his old age and he 
could have advised Timothy, “After all, 
times have changed and perhaps we had 
better dull the edge a little.” To the con- 
trary, he _ stiffened Timothy’s moral 
backbone and bade him endure hard- 
ness as a soldier, not negotiate as a 
diplomat. 

Just here, however, much of orthodox 
Christianity has made its big blunder. 
It has been sound enough, strict enough, 
but, while nonconformed with a ven- 
geance, it has not been sufficiently 
transformed by the renewing of the 
mind. It has been right but not radi- 
ant. Its work and labor and patience 
have not been a work of faith and la- 
bor of love and patience of hope. We 
have had ethical strictness and theolog- 
ical correctness without the hilarious 
joy of fools for Christ’s sake, in love 
with the Lord and the souls of men. 
There have been noble exceptions, to be 
sure, but this has been too true of or- 
thodoxy generally. 

The remedy is not in running to the 
other extreme in a smiling amiability 
that does little more than fit everybody 
with rose-colored glasses and paint the 
clouds with sunshine. The hour calls 
for transformed nonconformists, who 
have mastered by the Spirit the positive- 
negative combination of putting on 
Christ and making no provision for the 
lusts of the flesh. That will never 
be a popular movement. Multitudes 
who crowd the Lord for loaves and 
fishes will disperse when they face the 
meaning of His flesh and blood. Only 
a remnant will remain, the Master’s mi- 
nority, the few in Sardis. Their greatest 
peril will be to become proud of it. If 
they stay humble and faithful and keep 
sweet, fear the Lord, think upon His 
name, and speak often one to another, 
they will be His witnesses, His last- 
minute men while the night darkens 
before the Day dawns. 

There are subtle influences aplenty 
that would dull the sharp edge of this 
testimony. There will be persecution 
aplenty for those who refuse to be 
dulled. But persecution makes a good 
grindstone, and you cannot sharpen an 
ax on a pound of butter. You can 
either sharpen or dull an ax on a grind- 
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He did not augment his forces 


They Say 
By Verna Meade Surer 


HEY say that children can’t be won, 
They’re much too young to know 
The saving and the keeping power 
Of Him who loves them so. 
Just wait until they realize 
The step that one must take, 
And understand completely 
What a difference it should make, 
When one commits his life to Christ, 
And claims Him as his Lord— 
A little child is much too young 
To understand God’s Word. 


They who speak have never known 
The joy of children won— 

The way they trust, the way they love 
Jesus Christ the Son. 

Their hearts to Him they freely give 
And claim Him as their own— 

Their friend, their Lord, and Saviour, 

then 

Go forth to make Him known. 

Our gracious Lord makes no mistakes 
When He bids children come. 

He knows their hearts are opened wide 
To enter as His home. 


All those who doubt remember not 
The Holy Spirit’s power. 

He is not limited by time, 
By age, by years, by hour. 

He plants the seed down, deep, deep, 

deep 

Into their little hearts. 

Using us as instruments 
His Word to them imparts. 

If you would know the fullest joy 
A Christian life can bring, 

Start now to seek the little ones, 
And bring them unto Him. 








stone, however, depending on how you 
hold the ax. 

The rough pressures of these days 
will do one or the other to all of us. it 
depends on how we meet the grind- 
stone. A lot of people are going to be 
dulled until they no longer cut wood 
for God. Others will be made all the 
keener. The Saviour came to send not 
peace but a sword. The“Scriptures are 
sharper than any two-edged sword. 
The saints should see to it that, as in- 
struments for the Master’s use, they 
keep an edge on them. 








| er Notes on? | 
=>Open letters 


Is It Scriptural To Warn Against 
Communism, Modernism, and 
the Like? 


What a blessing THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times has been to our family through 
many years! Some copies more than 
others, some articles more than others, 

‘ but all refreshing and helpful... . 

There has been a question before us 

for some time. Some preachers are 





against the American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches, the Twentieth Century 
Reformation broadcast and the like, 
saying that God knows all about our 
present circumstances, and we should 
just trust Him to handle everything 
as He sees best and should not strive 
to warn people against Communism, 
Modernism, and the other nestful of 
isms. Although we cannot locate Scrip- 
ture to refute this stand, we feel that, 
it is not Biblical. What do you say? 
Many of your other readers are in- 
terested. Please answer in the Times, 
—A Missouri reader. 


There is abundant evidence in the 
Scriptures that God holds those who 
have been given knowledge concerning 
Him and His truth responsible for warn- 
ing those who have strayed away and 
also for warning those who have never 
heard of the certain judgment they 
must face some day if they do not heed 
His loving invitation for salvation. The 
prophets tell repeatedly how God sent 
them, not only to Israel but to heathen 
nations as well. In Isaiah 58:1 we read, 
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and show my people 
their transgression, and the house of 
Jacob their sins.” To heathen Nineveh 
God sent Jonah, saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry against 
it; for their wickedness is come up be- 
fore me” (Jonah 1:2). When Jonah 
finally went with God’s warning of de- 
struction, the king of Nineveh repented 
in sackcloth and ashes and ordered his 
people to fast and cry to God for mercy. 

The Word of the Lord came to 
Ezekiel, the prophet, “So, thou, O son of 
man, I have set thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and warn 
them from me. When I say unto the 
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die; if thou dost not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way, that 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; 
but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it; if he 
do not turn from his way, he shall 
die in his iniquity; but thou hast de- 
livered thy soul.” 

The Lord Jesus, during His earthly 
ministry, repeatedly warned men of the 
danger of their evil ways. “Then began 
he to upbraid the cities wherein most of 
his mighty works were done, because 
they repented not: woe unto thee, 
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for 
if the mighty works which were done in 
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto 
you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than 
for you. And thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted unto heaven shall be 
brought down to hell: for if the mighty 
works which have been done in thee, 


had been done in Sodom, it would have. 


remained unto this day. But I say unto 
you, that it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom in the day of judg- 
ment, than for thee” (Matt. 11: 20-24). 
Modernism and Communism deny the 
deity of Christ and the authority of the 
(Continued on page 563) 
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The writer of this article is the 
artist evangelist son of Mr. Lawrence 
Saint of Huntington Valley, Pa. With 
Francisco Bilbao, soloist, and Daniel 
Ericsson, musician and business man- 
ager, he was in Osorno, Chile, en- 
gaged in a series of meetings, under 
the Spanish Evangelistic Crusades, 
Inc. (Box 1002, Greensboro. N. C.) 
when the earthquake struck on May 
22. He gives an eyewitness account 
of some of the harrowing events. 


Left: An Evangelistic Meeting in the 
New Building at Cordoba, Argentina 


In the Heart of the Chilean Earthquake 


When an evangelistic campaign was closed by an awesome sermon 


By PHIL SAINT 


HEN we of the Spanish Evan- 
W cise Crusade team said 

good-by to our wives, our little 
ones, and the faithful Christians of the 
local church in Cordoba, Argentina, an 
earthquake was the farthest thing from 
our minds. Little did we dream that 
the Lord in His inscrutable wisdom was 
sending us into the very heart of the 
area of Chile that was to be devastated 
by one of the most widespread, awe- 
inspiring series of earth catastrophes 
that has ever brought tragedy and 
heartache to the human race. 

The earthquake that rocked Osorno, 
where we were holding a campaign, 
came at 3:05 on Sunday afternoon, the 
closing day of a wonderful city-wide 
evangelistic effort. The night before, 
the message was on the signs of the 
times, the return of Christ, and the need 
to be ready through faith in Him. Lit- 
tle did we know that on the last night 
of the series of meetings, instead of be- 
ing in the stadium, we would be 
huddled in the streets in little groups in 
the inky blackness, the auditorium 
would be empty, the smashed easel and 
the piano lying on a floor littered with 
heavy timbers and broken glass. 

Although we did not know it at the 
time, since communication lines were 
down, earthquakes and tidal waves had 
already ranged up and down the coast 
as if some giant had marched angrily 
from city to city, shattering buildings 
and destroying helpless lives. All we 
felt in Osorno, Chile, at that time were 
a few tremors, and all we heard were 
disquieting rumors. 

Concepcién and Valdivia to the north 
of us were a mass of hysterical, moan- 
ing people futilely trying to lift rocks 
and timbers from the broken bodies of 
their loved ones. Puerto Montt, sixty 
Miles to the south, along with other 





July 16, 1960 (Lesson for July 31) 








coastal towns and cities was silently 
being swallowed by the inexorable sea, 
as bodies and houses floated away to be 
seen no more. Fear-crazed inhabi- 
tants scrambled desperately for higher 
ground, as islands sank from sight in 
the cold gray waters of the Pacific. A 
few miles to the east, six dormant vol- 
canoes went into action. 

When the shock waves hit Osorno, I 
was on the second floor of a pastor’s 
house. An old man, seated by the win- 
dow in the afternoon sunshine, called 
my attention to a slight shaking of the 
building, an ancient wooden structure. 


Ruins in Osorno, Chile 


Suddenly it was as if we were in the 
back of a big truck that had abruptly 
run off a nicely paved road into a rock- 
strewn field. Our world was suddenly 
transformed into a tangled maelstrom 
of shattering glass, cracking timbers, fall- 
ing chimneys, and hissing steam, min- 
gled with the muffled crying of women 
and children. 

Trying to maintain our balance, the 
old man and I lurched to and fro, as the 
room rocked crazily, like a demented 
thing! As best I could, I made my way 
to the side of the old gentleman, grab- 
bing his arm in an attempt to help him 
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across the intervening room to the stair- 
way. Potted plants crashed to the floor, 
pictures swung crazily, dishes and 
glasses smashed right and left, but we 
were concerned only that the roof 
stayed up, and that the heaving, jerking 
floor did not open up to drop us to our 
death beneath a heap of rubble. 

After what seemed an eternity, we 
made it to the outside stairway, and saw 
with relief that there was an open patio 
below. The faces of the Christians of 
the household, while indicating anxiety, 
did not show any panic. The pastor 
and I re-entered the swaying building 
to check for fires, but the two stoves 
had been put out by water from the 
large kettles. We made our way to the 
street, where distracted people huddled 
together like sheep in a storm, some 
moaning, others crying hysterically. 
Others stoically surveyed the damage 
on all sides. We hurried to a church a 
block away, hoping against hope that 
the roof had not fallen in on the three 
hundred or more believers packed into 
the Sunday school service there. 

What a relief to see my two co- 
workers, Dave Hanson and Francisco 
Bilbao, outside with the milling crowd, 
both unharmed. In the street, Fran- 
cisco looked up just in time to see a 
tottering chimney. As he leaped aside, 
it crashed to earth where he had been 
standing! 

The roof of the church had held! It 
seemed a miracle that it had not col- 
lapsed on the closely packed mass of 
humanity below. When the shock 
waves first struck, Dave Hanson was 
playing the hand-pumped pipe organ of 
which the church was justly proud. He 
at first thought that the boy pumping 
the bellows behind the organ was get- 
ting a bit overenthusiastic! The Chris- 
tians made for the door. It speaks well 
for their Christian testimony that no 
one was trampled. One young lad man- 
aged to get out by taking a firm grip on 
Francisco’s coattail! 

Suddenly, we were all aware that sev- 
eral men were frantically clawing at the 
cement blocks heaped up at the foot of 
the facade of the church. With horror 
we beheld the blood-spattered face and 
part of the body of a man almost com- 
pletely buried under the cement blocks! 
He had leaped from a window of the 
church, just as part of the wall gave 
way above. It was a man whose wife 
was in the hospital in grave condition, 
and whose house had burned down just 
a few days before! He should never 
have been moved until the ambulance 
arrived, but before we knew it, he had 
been pulled out and his shattered body 
had been laid on the sidewalk. Check- 
ing his chest for broken ribs that might 
have punctured his lungs, I could feel 
the bubbling of blood. I shook my head 
to the tearful inquiries of his brothers 
and sisters in Christ; it was clear that 
there was no hope. Later they asked 
me to preach the funeral sermon, and 
three of his family received Christ as 
Saviour 

A crippled brother in Christ was 
barely able to drag himself farther into 
the church, thereby avoiding other 
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Dr. Charles H. Ryrie’s series, 
“Law, Legalism, and Liberty,” will 
be continued in our next issue. 
The series was interrupted to al- 
low publication of Mr. Saint’s 
timely Chilean article. 











that fell on the inside of 
the wall. He had formerly lost both 
legs in a terrible train accident. With 
two padded wooden handles one in each 
hand, he used his arms for crutches, 
swinging his body forward in order to 
get around. His perfect calm, and the 
cheerful smile that always lighted his 
face was a strong testimony to all. The 
last we saw of him, he was at the air- 
port, laboriously propelling himself to 
an emergency plane that was to take 
him to Puerto Montt to see if his wife 
and other children were still alive. 

Alarming reports were coming in 
from all sides. Wherever there was a 
knot of people gathered, you could be 
sure that there was a portable radio 
bringing news from stricken areas, the 
listeners hoping against hope that their 
relatives in Concepcién, Chillan, Ancud, 
Temuco, Chiloe, and other neighboring 
cities were still alive in spite of the 
reports of thousands dead, and multi- 
plied thousands injured, with possibly 
more than a million homeless. 

Since nonresident civilians were for- 
bidden to go to hard-hit areas, we of the 
team, seeing the marvelous efficiency of 
the Chilean police, and the army, de- 
cided that we should try to get back up 
north. Further meetings in Osorno were 
impossible, not only because of the agi- 
tated condition of the people but also 
because martial law had been imposed 
to prevent wholesale robbery and mali- 
cious assault in the blackness of a city 
without electricity or water. 

Since roads were cut off by fissures 
and shattered bridges, and trains like- 
wise were not running, our only hope 
lay in finding a plane that had come 
down with food and medicine that 
would be returning light. After several 
days of praying and waiting, we finally 
flew out to Puerto Montt, winding among 
the hills under a heavy overcast, almost 
brushing the treetops. It was another 
miracle of God’s goodness, of which we 
were in no sense worthy. While others 
were burying their dead in mass graves 
to avoid dreaded epidemics, we had 
been spared to continue carrying the 
glorious message of Christ’s love to the 
multitudes that still sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death. 

Often we thought of our loved ones 
far away, knowing that they were un- 
doubtedly receiving earthquake news. 
But there was no way to get word out 
of the stricken area before we left. 

Wednesday afternoon, a giant DC-6 
touched down at Puerto Montt; and 
that night we were in Santiago, still a 
bit shaken, but anxious to hold some 
more meetings before returning home. 
We went on to Quillota and held a cam- 
paign there. 

More than a month had passed since 
we had taken off from Cordoba for 
Chile. The campaign in Osorno, not to 


blocks 


mention other blessed meetings, had 
been the best planned, the most Spirit- 
filled movement of God we had experi- 
enced to date, and the earthquake had 


come exactly on the closing day, 
preaching a sermon much stronger and 
more penetrating than that of the most 
gifted orator who ever stood behind a 
pulpit. 

But it would make your heart ache to 
see bewildered, fear-ridden people re- 
citing their beads while kneeling in the 
littered streets, or confiding in some 
mumbled words of Latin, and the sign of 
the cross made over them by a black- 
robed priest. 

They need to know of One who said 
to His own, “Fear not: for I have re- 
deemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name, thou art mine. When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee” (Isa. 43:2). 
How wonderful it is to sense the pres- 
ence of God’s hand in the hour of dan- 
ger! 

CorDoBA, ARGENTINA. 


. ~What the | 


Bookshelves! 
--Spow -: 









e-ae ont 











Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Principles of Christian Ethics, Vol. 1. 
By C. B. Eavey. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $3.95.) 
Dr. Eavey presents a carefully assem- 
bled work that will help bring the 
reader to a better understanding of the 
principles basic to ethical action, to 
higher ideals of moral practice, and to 
a deeper sense of moral responsibility. 
Discussing the Bible and ethics, the 
place of ethics in the Christian life, the 
goal of life, the knowledge of good and 
evil, the standard and motives of con- 
duct, freedom, the responsibility of the 
Christian, and the like, the author 
clearly and convincingly sets forth the 
highest standards of right and wrong in 
conduct. This is Volume One of two 
volumes on the subject of Christian 
ethics. Volume Two deals with practi- 
cal Christian ethics whereas the volume 
at hand, though full of practical points, 
majors in the principles of Christian 
ethics, hence its title. This would be 
an excellent textbook for use in college 
and seminary courses. The material is 
skilfully outlined and sensibly stated, 
and each chapter is supplemented with 
a full list of questions to help the stu- 
dent the better to understand and as- 
similate the contents thereof. 


(Continued on page 563) 
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Voice of Tangier Builds New Transmitter 


Beaming the Christian message in twenty-eight languages. 


By B. L. ARMSTRONG 


HE Rev. Paul E. Freed, President 

of the Voice of Tangier, has an- 
nounced that a_ giant’ transmitter, 
known as Trans World Radio, has been 
constructed in Monte Carlo in the prin- 
cipality of Monaco, where the southern 
Alps meet the Mediterranean Sea. The 
new one hundred thousand-watt mission- 
ary radio transmitter will broadcast the 
Christian message to Russia and other 
countries in twenty-eight languages, be- 
ginning September, 1960. This new voice 
will be one of the most powerful in 
the world, beaming an estimated one 
million six hundred thousand watts of 
effective radiated power, with the aid 
of five giant curtain-type antennas, ap- 
proximately three hundred feet in alti- 
tude, constructed on the high bluffs of 
Monaco, overlooking the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

The giant transmitter has been in con- 
struction for more than one year by 
the Thompson-Houston Corporation of 
Paris, France. Broadcasts in Russian and 
other languages will continue to be pre- 
pared in the Voice of Tangier Studios in 
Morocco, as well as in other studios in 
several countries, by a staff of forty- 
seven technicians and missionary per- 
sonnel. 

Though there are twenty missionary 
radio stations located in four continents 
of the world, Europe has been the last 
continent to possess such a missionary 
witness of its own. Trans World Radio 
is an extension of the present facilities 
of the Voice of Tangier, which has been 
broadcasting the Gospel from Tangier, 
Morocco, for six years. Built with the 
co-operation of Radio Monte Carlo, one 
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of the largest commercial radio stations 
in Europe, the new transmitting sys- 
tem necessitated an advance of over a 
half-million dollars by the Voice of 
Tangier. 

A Moroccan governmental edict is- 
sued in May, 1959, threatened to pro- 
hibit the Voice of Tangier, along with 
other radio stations, from broadcasting 
over Tangier transmitters and antennas 
after December 31, 1959. “We are not 
really worried,” says Mr. Freed, “since 
this new Monte Carlo operation is forty 
times more powerful than the one 
in Tangier, and nearly one thousand 
miles closer to Russia. Our objective 
is to reach the Russian people and 
others with a strong signal that cannot 
be overpowered by neighboring fre- 
quencies or radio interference.” 

Mr. Freed was asked about the possi- 
bility of jamming of broadcasts from 
the new transmitter. His reassuring re- 
ply was that, “though the political 
broadcasts of the Voice of America, 
Radio Free Europe, and the British 
Broadcasting Corporation have been 
jammed consistently by the many jam- 
ming stations in Russia (there are 
approximately five hundred of them), 
the non-political Bible-centered pro- 
grams from Tangier have not been in- 
terrupted, but are reported to be heard 
by thousands of listeners throughout the 
Soviet Union and its satellite countries.” 

One of the advantages of the new 
transmitter is that its location in Monte 
Carlo makes it possible to broadcast in 
Arabic, a language that is prohibited 
on the Voice of Tangier. Mr. Freed tells 
us that “from Monte Carlo there will be 





New transmitter building, Radio Monte Carlo, through which the Voice of 
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Tangier will soon operate. 











The Rev. Paul E. Freed 
President of the Voice of Tangier 


no restriction of any language of the 
world.” 

One of the most interesting aspects of 
the new transmitting system in Monte 
Carlo is the versatility of its function 
to beam the tremendous power of one 
million six hundred thousand watts of 
effective radiated power in six direc- 
tions. The first antenna is equipped 
with a dual reflector system, making 
possible transmissions in two distinct 
directions, each at different hours. For 
instance, the first direction is due West, 
covering the Iberian Peninsula (Spain 
and Portugal) with South America in 
the distance. The second direction of 
the same antenna, at entirely different 
hours, is Southeast, covering the Mid- 
dle East, with India in the target range. 
The second major antenna blankets the 
British Isles to the Northwest. Engi- 
neers predict that the United States is 
within range of this antenna, taking 
into consideration the peculiarities of 
the bending and reflection of electro- 
magnetic waves. The third antenna is 
directed to the North, covering Central 
Europe and the Scandinavian countries. 
Since the Soviet Union is regarded as a 
prime target area for missionary broad- 
casts, the fourth antenna is directed to 
Russia, with Red China in the distance. 
The fifth major antenna is beamed to 
the Balkans, Greece, and certain sections 
of the Middle East. These antennas cost 
over thirty thousand dollars each and 
play a critical part in augmenting the 
one hundred thousand-watt power of 
the new transmitter. 

The Department of Information of the 
United States Government estimates 
that over one-half of the regular radio 
sets of the world are located in Europe, 
not taking into consideration the radio 
receivers of North America. As a mat- 
ter of fact, our State Department esti- 
mates that there are ninety million 
radio sets in Europe alone, of which 
seventy million are equipped to pick 
up programs beamed from this new 
radio transmitter. 

Last fall Mr. Freed preached in the 
services of two Protestant churches in 


(Continued on page 563) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Hos. 10:1 Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit 
unto himself: according to the multitude of his fruit he hath 
increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land 


they have made goodly images. 


2 Their heart is divided; now shall they be found faulty: 
he shall break down their altars, he shall spoil their images. 

3 For now they shall say, We have no king, because we 
feared not the Lorp; what then should a king do to us? 


International Uniform Lesson 





LUXURY AND IDOLATRY RUIN A NATION 


Hosea 8:1-5; 10:1-12; 13:1-6; 14:1, 4, 9; printed text, 10:1-8, 12 


Golden Text.—Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your 
fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness 


upon you.—Hos. 10:12 


6 It shall be also carried unto Assyria for a present to 


water. 


4 They have spoken words, swearing falsely in making a 


covenant: thus judgment springeth up as hemlock in the fur- 


rows of the field. 


5 The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the 


king Jareb: Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall 
be ashamed of his own counsel. 
7 As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the foam upon the 


8:The high places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be 
destroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their 
altars; and they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to 
the hills, Fall on us. 


12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; 


break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lor», 


calves of Beth-aven: for the people thereof shall mourn over 


it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory 


thereof, because it is departed from it. 


till he come and rain righteousness upon you. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


S WE ponder today’s lesson we 
A cannot but marvel at the com- 

plete breakdown of Israel’s spir- 
itual allegiance and at the persistence 
of God’s love that pursued that nation 
to the very brink of national disaster. 
Despite the fact that its people had de- 
liberately rejected and repeatedly in- 
sulted the true and living God, He still 
mourned over them and sought to call 
them back. 

Their evil march had been begun by 
Jeroboam I some 150 years earlier, 
when he had officially imposed idolatry 
upon Israel by setting up the golden 
calves at Bethel and Dan (see 1 Kings 
12: 25-33). In the wake of this had come 
every form of moral degeneracy. Every 
succeeding king, without exception, had 
accepted and supported this hideous sys- 
tem. It was complete apostasy. This 
was national suicide. They realized 
this, however, only when the enemy 
struck, for their gods and golden calves 
then utterly failed them. 

Only a genuine return to Jehovah, 
the true God, and thoroughgoing self- 
judgment could avert disaster. He was 
standing in the shadows tearfully await- 
ing their contrition. Then all of His in- 
finite resources were available on their 
behalf. 

A return to the Lord was the only 
path of prudence and salvation. 


Verse by Verse 

Hosea 10:1.—“Israel is an empty vine, 
he bringeth forth fruit unto himself... 
he hath increased the altars ... they 
have made goodly images.” In both 
Psalm 80 and Isaiah 5, Israel is 
likened unto Jehovah’s vine. In fact the 
Psalmist describes this vine as having 


556 (8) 


been brought out of Egypt and planted 
in the land of Canaan. But in seeking 
grapes God found only wild grapes. All 
was for self. Every mercy bestowed 
upon them had been prostituted and 
perverted. They had thus abused their 
privileges and increased in their recog- 
nition of idolatry. What a blessed con- 
trast it is, therefore, to turn away from 
the empty vine of Israel to One who 
said, “I am the true vine”! (John 15:1.) 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was the only one 
who brought forth delicious fruit for 
both God and man. 


Verse 2—“Their heart is divided... 
he shall break down their altars, he 
shall spoil their images.” The prophet 


here lays bare the whole source of Is-_ 


rael’s trouble. Theirs was a divided 
heart. The New Testament declares 
that “a double minded man is unstable 
in all his ways” (Jas. 1:8). In trying to 
pay token deference to Jehovah on the 
one hand, and to hold to false gods on 
the other, Israel was guilty of the 
greatest effrontery. It was an insult to 
the true God, who refuses always to 
share His glory with another. Only 
devastating judgment lay at the end of 
this wicked path. : 


Verse 3.—“For now they shall say, We 
have no king, because we feared not 
the Lord; what then should a king do 
to us?” In the onrushing crisis they 
would be compelled to acknowledge that 
no king could deliver them from the 
grip of their foes. The reason for their 
absolute impotence would plainly lie in 
their departure from the Lord. 


Verse 4.—“They have spoken words, 
swearing falsely in making a covenant: 
thus judgment springeth up as hemlock 
in the furrows of the field.” In addition 
to gross idolatry, the people had spoken 
very insincerely and were frequently 
perjuring themselves. Drawn covenants 


seemed to hold little meaning for them. 
The prophet points out that just as they 
had sown poison, so would they reap 
poison. There would be no escaping the 
consequences of such a course. 


Verse 5.—“The inhabitants of Samaria 
shall fear because of the calves of Beth- 
aven: for the people thereof shall 
mourn over it... for the glory thereof, 
because it is departed from it.” In the 
coming captivity the citizens of the cap- 
ital city, Samaria, would be terrified, be- 
cause the very calves that they had 
been worshiping would prove to be 
utterly ineffectual. Beth-aven means 
“house of nothingness,” that is, “idola- 
try.” It is a contemptuous reference to 
what had originally been Bethel, “the 
house of God.” The house of God had 
become the very center of idolatry. In 
the awful overthrow that was _ just 
ahead, the worshipers, as well as the 
priests, would be made painfully aware 
of their insecurity. Their false religion 
would mock their calamity. 


Verse 6.—“It shall be also carried unto 
Assyria for a present to king Jareb... 
and Israel shall be ashamed of his own 
counsel.” This is the second reference 
that Hosea has made to King Jareb (see 
5:13). Jareb is evidently a symbolic 
name for the royal court of Assyria, and 
the prophet is declaring that their shrine 
and its idol, far from helping them in 
the crisis, would simply become the 
spoil of their foes. 


Verse 7.—“‘As for Samaria, her king is 
cut off as the foam upon the water.” 
The word, “foam,” may be translated, 
“chip,” or “twigs.” It is a vivid proph- 
ecy of the complete impotence of Sa- 
maria’s leadership in the coming crisis. 


Verse 8—“The high places also of 
Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be de- 
stroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall 
come up on their altars; and they shall 
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say to the mountains, Cover us; and to 
the hills, Fall on us.” Aven is a short 
form of the Beth-aven of verse 5. As 
we have seen, it was the center of 
Samaria’s idolatrous system, and is here 
described as, “the sin of Israel.” In the 
hour when Jehovah’s anger would burst 
in upon them, the apostate people in 
their terror would vainly call for pro- 
tection from the mountains and the hills. 
But their cry would be too late. They 
had long since refused the true protec- 
tion, and now they would be exposed to 
the fury of the storm. And when the 
storm had died away and Samaria was 
desolated, the thorns and thistles would 
cover where once their altar had stood. 
It is significant to notice, in passing, that 
the very language used by these sinners 
is the same as that which will be used 
when the wrath of the Lamb breaks 
forth upon a guilty, Christ-rejecting 
world (see Rev. 6:12-17). 


Verse 12—‘“Sow to yourselves in 
righteousness, reap in mercy; break up 
your fallow ground: for it is time to 
seek the Lord, till he come and rain 
righteousness upon you.” Even then it 
was not too late to avert the national 
overthrow. The pleading voice of God is 
heard in these words. If Israel would 
only turn to the Lord in repentance and 
reality, He would come in and rain 
righteousness upon them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


To substitute false gods for the true 
God is to commit suicide. This is true 
whether on the individual or the na- 
tional level. For behind all idolatry is 
demon worship. “But I say,” declares 
the Holy Spirit through Paul, “that the 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to devils, and not to God” (1 
Cor. 10:20). Hence, to honor idols is to 
honor Satan himself. 

This is apostasy, the deliberate rejec- 
tion of light and truth. If men will not 
believe God’s truth in the light, they 
will inevitably believe the Devil’s lie in 
the dark! 

In relying upon such a false salvation, 
Samaria and its people were courting 
utter ruin by provoking “the Holy One 
of Israel.” This was fully demonstrated 
to all when, a little later, the armies of 
Assyria struck, and the golden calves at 
Bethel and Dan, along with their attend- 
ant priesthood, proved absolutely impo- 
tent to help. “Thy calf, O Samaria, 
hath cast thee off” (Hos. 8:5). Their 
religion let them down, and its impo- 
tence mocked their terrified cries for 
help. 

But the poignancy of all this was 
heightened by the fact that disaster 
need not have’ overtaken’ them. 
Jehovah, the true God, had sent His 
messengers to warn and to plead with 
them to return to Himself. But they 
had rejected all His appeals. 


God is slow to anger. His long-suffer- 
ing is salvation (2 Pet. 3:15). He exer- 


cises long patience. He bears patiently 
with His own. But there is a limit, and 
if men will not hear the accents of His 
grace, they must hear the thunders of 
His wrath. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. July 24.—God Desires Steadfast 
TROVE. cnccexse Hosea 1:1 to 4:3; 5:15 to 6:6 


Next Week’s Lesson 


6. August 7.—God’s Love for His 
NIG scsrencagesienidemibictancdnasmnesseionee Hosea 11 








Outline of the Lesson 

1. The announcement of doom (Hos. 8: 
1-5; 10:1-12) 

2. The accusation of disappointed love 
(13: 1-6) 

3. The appeal of divine grace (14:1, 4, 
9) 

Topics for Development 


Is There Danger of Idolatry Here in 
America Today? While it is true that 
the peril of bowing down before idol- 
atrous images is perhaps not great in 
this country, yet at the same time there 
is widespread idolatry in another form. 
There is an old story told of a mission- 
ary to the Chinese who wrote to his 
friend in America describing the idola- 
try of that country, and in a postscript 
added a note saying that, under sepa- 
rate cover, he was sending to his Ameri- 
can friend in a small parcel one of the 
gods worshiped on that mission field. 
The American friend received the little 
package and found that it contained a 
small doll-like image. In his reply he 
stated that he was enclosing one of the 
little gods worshiped in America, and he 
enclosed a one dollar bill! 

There are three very popular idols 
that claim the allegiance of millions to- 
day. These are money, appetite, and 
pleasure. 

Our Lord warned against the peril of 
money worship when He spoke of mam- 
mon. This word is derived from one 
that signifies wealth or riches, and Jesus 
put this in direct contrast to the true 
and living God. “Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon,” He declared. Again, the 
Holy Spirit has warned that no “covet- 
ous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God” (Eph. 5:5). And this warn- 
ing is reinforced by the statement in 
Colossians 3:5 that “covetousness .. . is 
idolatry.” Covetousness may simply 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was Israel’s great sin? 
2. What lay directly ahead of the 

nation? 

3. Why is Israel likened to a vine? 

4. Who was the true vine? 

5. What would happen to Israel’s re- 
ligious system? 

6. Why did God send Hosea to them? 

7. What was He prepared to do for 
them? 

8. How is idolatry possible today? 

9. Name two present-day popular 
idols. 

10. In what way are Christians in 
danger of idolatry? 

(Answers on page 560) 





mean the love of and passion for money. 
Millions of our fellow citizens are bow- 
ing down before this shrine today. Their 
god is gold. Judaslike, they are barter- 
ing away their hope of eternal bliss for 
the so-called almighty dollar. 

Another modern idol is appetite. 
There is lawful and unlawful appetite. 
The latter is gluttony, and this can be- 
come a tyrannical form of self-gratifi- 
cation that leaves no room whatever for 
the will of God. 

And what about the goddess of pleas- 
ures? Is it not true that the masses of 
America today are intoxicated by her 
wine? One of the marks of the closing 
hours of the end time is that men shall 
be “lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:4, A.S.V.). 

As the hour draws near for the return 
of our Lord and the consummation of 
this age, this threefold form of modern 
idolatry will increase. The Apostle John 
knew that Christians would be exposed 
to these dangers (see 1 John 5:21). 


Practical Applications 


We have learned from Israel’s history 
that to substitute false gods for the 
knowledge of the true God is to plunge 
into the murky pool of moral filth. Such 
a plunge is self-destructive, even though 
it might yield some temporary gratifi- 
cations. To cleave to the Lord with 
purpose of heart is our only safety. 

The very means that are used idol- 
atrously by today’s masses can be the 
true and useful servants of the Chris- 
tian. Take money, for example. Our 
Lord called it “the mammon of un- 
righteousness” because it is usually put 
to unrighteous uses. But this need not 
be so; indeed, it must not be so on the 
part of the Christian. He is com- 
manded to “make. . . friends by means 
of the mammon” (see Luke 16:9-13, 
A.S.V.). How may we do this? We be- 
lieve that the context makes it very 
clear that the Christian by investing his 
money in the advancement of the Gos- 
pel, may provide for himself friends 
throughout eternity who will be there 
because of that financial investment. 
Not only so, but by the God-honoring 
use of his money the Christian can lay 
up for himself treasures in Heaven 
(Matt. 6:19, 20). This is “laying up in 
store ...a good foundation against the 
time to come” (1 Tim. 6:19). Thus, 
what is usually a bad master becomes 
an excellent servant. 

Appetite and a sense of pleasure are 
gifts of God. But they can be per- 
verted. Appetite must be rigidly con- 
trolled. We must be careful not to 
overindulge, for our bodies are the tem- 
ple of the Holy Spirit. By taking the 
proper amount of food and exercise we 
can keep these bodies of ours in good 
physical condition, so that they may be 
the acceptable earthen vessels that hold 
the heavenly treasure. 

Excessive indulgence in pleasure 
brings destruction. Luxury can easily 
drug us into spiritual insensibility. On 
the other hand, there are good and 
wholesome pleasures. There is a place 
for physical recreation, good reading, 
good music, and the like but these must 
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all be subordinated. Christ must come 
first in our lives. 


Golden Text 

Hosea 10:12.—“Sow to yourselves in 
righteousness, reap in mercy; break up 
your fallow ground: for it is time to 
seek the Lord, till he come and rain 
righteousness upon you.” Our lives are 
compared with common farming. If we 
sow we will reap. Furthermore, we will 
reap what we sow. But before we sow, 
the soil must be broken up and made 
receptive for the seed. Then the rain 
is necessary. Finally, there is the har- 
vest. If we sow righteously we shall 
surely reap in kind. But this requires 
hearts soft and receptive to the Word 
of our God. If we will open our hearts 
and bow our wills, the Spirit of God 
will break up their hardness and make 
them receptive to the Word. Then we 
may justifiably expect an abundant har- 
vest of blessing. 

West Pam BEACH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Israel is an empty vine...” (Hos. 
10:1).—The Psalmist, when referring to 
Israel’s exodus as a nation, said to the 
Lord: “Thou hast brought a vine out of 
Egypt” (80:8). The Prophet Isaiah 
called Israel “the choicest vine” (5:2). 
And the Lord called her “a noble vine” 
(Jer. 2:21). 

The sole purpose of a vine’s existence 
is fruit bearing. Failing in this, the 
vine is only fit to be burned. The 
wood of the vine serves no constructive 
purpose (Ezek 15:3). 

When Israel forsook the Lord and 
served idols, she “turned into the de- 
generate plant of a strange vine” (Jer. 
2:21). 

In the American Standard Version 
Hosea 10:1 says: “Israel is a luxuriant 
vine . . ."—luxuriant for self, but empty 
of fruit for God. Israel became a self- 
seeking, self-centered, and self-satisfied 
people. According to their prosperity, 
they multiplied altars, and made goodly 
pillars, or obelisks. Hence it is not to 
be wondered at, that the sentence, 
“they shall be wanderers among the 
nations” (9:17), was executed. With 
Israel set aside, the Lord Jesus said to 
His apostles: “I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the husbandman” (John 
26:1): 

Concerning the expression “wanderers 
among the nations,” Canon F. E. Hewitt 
said: “I have taken pains to ascertain 
whether there are Israelites to be found 
in the most remote parts of the earth. 
I asked Dr. Peck whether there were 
Israelites among the Eskimos in the 
Arctic Circle, and he told me there 
were quite a number of them. I asked 
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Dr. Crawford, who worked in Central 
Africa, and he said he had found them 
there. I asked Hudson Taylor whether 
there were any in China, and he said 
there were many of them. I have yet 
to find the ‘country where there are 
no Israelites.” 

“Their heart is divided; now shall 
they be found faulty .. .” (Hos. 10:2). 
—This was the root cause of all the 
trouble. The Lord said: “My son, give 
me thine heart, and let thine eyes ob- 
serve my ways” (Prov. 23:26). “A dou- 
ble minded man is unstable in all his 
ways” (Jas. 1:8). The possession of a 
single heart, or mind, is the secret of a 
godly and fruitful life (see Psa. 27: 
4; Luke 10:42; Phil. 3:13). 

“T should not like to be a man of one 
idea,” says someone. “Why not?” asks 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. “It depends 
on your idea. If your idea is big 
enough, you have not room for more 
than one. If the one idea be to dwell 
in the house of the Lord; if the one 
idea be to render absolute allegiance 
to Him and follow His Christ; if the 
one idea is to be so completely under 
His domination to fulfill His purpose; 
if the one idea is to reach the goal, 
and to be His instrument of blessing; 
you do not want two ideas. The trou- 
ble with us is that the passion for 
variety puts God in a list with other 
things. That is a divided heart. We 
need to pray in our own hearts, ‘Unite 
my heart to serve Thee, O God.’” 


“He shall break down their altars .. .” 
(Hos. 10:2).—The breaking down of 
their many altars heads the list of 
judgments to fall on the idolatrous na- 
tion. Their “goodly images” would be 
spoiled. Their king would be taken 
from them. Their god would be pre- 
sented to the king of Assyria, as a gift. 
Samaria would lose her king and the 
high places of Aven (Bethel) would 
be destroyed. They would be stripped 
of everything in which they boasted 
and trusted. 

“... they shall say to the mountains, 
Cover us .. .” (Hos. 10:8).—The Is- 
raelites preferred death to the tortu- 
ous treatment they would receive at 
the hands of the victorious Assyrians; 
hence their prayer to the mountains 
to cover them, and to the hills to fall 
on them. 

We conclude from such passages as 
Luke 23:30, and Revelation 6:16, that 
this portion of Scripture shall find its 
fulfillment during the Great Tribulation, 
through which Israel must yet pass. 

Once every minute someone attempts 
suicide in the U.S.A. About 70 persons 
succeed daily. In a year’s time 20,000 
persons die of self-inflicted causes, and 
another 80,000 make attempts and fail. 
Suicide is more frequent than murder. 

Think of the myriads of would-be 
suicides there will be in that day when 
they think the great day of the Lamb’s 
wrath has come! They shall seek death 
and shall not find it. Their cries to 
the mountains and rocks shall go un- 
heeded. 

“Sow to yourselves in righteousness 

. .” (Hos. 10:12).—Every deed is a 








seed sown; so let every deed be a 
righteous one; and the reaping shall 
be in mercy. It is time to seek the 
Lord in His day of grace—before the 
judgment falls. 

It is high time for the individual, 
as well as the nation, to seek the Lord 
while He may be found. 


Wawona, CALIF. 





From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“Come To the Saviour, Make No Delay” 
“I’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty and most merciful Father, Thy 
love and care call for our love and obe- 
dience. Forgive us that we have 
disobeyed and grieved Thee. Put it 
into our hearts to serve and love Thee 
best of all. Bless and use this lesson to 
turn us and others from everything 
wrong and to set our hearts on doing 
Thy will. Be pleased to give special 
help to troubled and distressed people. 
May our troubles teach us our need of 
Thee and draw us to trust Thee more. 
Revive Thy Church, use Thy servants to 
make known the Gospel among all na- 
tions. Bring the time when Thy King- 
dom shall triumph everywhere and Thy 
will be done on earth as in Heaven, for 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When I read today’s 
Golden Text it reminded me of some- 
thing I once saw while on holiday at 
the seaside. Some Christian workers 
were holding children’s meetings on the 
beach and giving the Gospel in ways 
that attracted boys and girls. One day 
they had a contest. The youngsters 
were set busy seeing who could make 
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the most attractive looking clockface in 
the sand with pebbles and shells, or 
what-have-you. A circle of stones out- 
lined the face and inside were placed 
the small and large hands. But, instead 
of using figures for the hours, they used 
these words: TIME TO SEEK THE 
LORD. The youngsters were left to 
their own ideas as to size and materials 
and soon the beach held many circles, 
each suggesting a clockface and each 
telling us it was time to seek the Lord. 

It is always time to seek the Lord. 
First, it is always time for sinners to 
seek the Lord, whether they be young 
like the children at the beach, or 
grown-ups who have not turned to the 
Saviour. Second, it is always time for 
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Christians to seek the Lord. After we 
are converted, forgiven, and started on 
the new life, we must daily seek the 
Lord in prayer for help to do His will. 
If any of us here are still unconverted, 
then it is certainly time for us to seek 
the Lord. We cannot do it too soon, but 
we may leave it too late and lose all de- 
sire to get right with God. If you have 
not turned from sin to the Saviour, then 
for you it is time to seek the Lord. Do 
it now lest by delaying you do it never. 


Catcary, ALTA. CAN. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, L. A. W. could reason- 


ably stand for this: “Law Always 
Wins.” When you buck up against law 
you are as hopeless as a feather in a 
tornado. If you do not have it already, 
here’s a word for your vocabulary: it 
is inexorable. The dictionary says it 
means, “Not to be moved by entreaty 
or prayer; unrelenting.” You will need 
this word if you want to think straight 
about law. It is possible for a man to 
commit murder and escape the penalty 
of the law, but he will never have any 
peace. Many a man has tried it, and 
after long years has returned to give 
himself up, preferring to go behind the 
bars or even to suffer the death penalty 
rather than to endure the inexorable 
lashing of his conscience. Law always 
wins. 

In our lesson today the Prophet Hosea 
is telling the people of Israel they are 
breaking God’s laws plainly given to 
them on Mount Sinai and that they will 
not fail to suffer the penalty in the de- 
struction of their land: swearing, break- 
ing the Third Commandment; lying, 
breaking the Ninth Commandment; 
murder, breaking the Sixth Command- 
ment; stealing, breaking the Eighth 
Commandment; and lust, breaking the 
Seventh Commandment. Even when 
they broke one commandment they 
were guilty of breaking the whole Law 
(Jas. 2:10). Israel had broken the Law, 
had turned the back upon God, and 
their land would “mourn, and every 
one that dwelleth therein shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field, and 
with the fowls of heaven; yea, the 
fishes of the sea also shall be taken 
away.” And Hosea lived to see the 
day when it all happened just as he 
had prophesied. 

And, fellows, our own country needs 
to stop and listen to the warning of 
Hosea. We have gotten into the way 


of thinking our nation is so strong, so 
well protected, not only by the organ- 
ized engines of war, but by our geo- 
graphical position on the globe, that 
we are secure against the rest of the 
world; but the last few years we have 
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come to face the fact that very small 
bombs may be capable of destroying 
our largest cities. Top scientists are 
telling us it is possible for a whole na- 
tion to be blasted in a very brief time. 
In Hosea’s time God punished Israel 
by allowing Assyria, a heathen nation, 
too, to destroy their cities and take 
their people captive. Today we, a 
Christian nation (nominally at least), 
are menaced by a heathen nation with 
a population of more than 200 millions, 
with armed forces, including planes, 
submarines, guided missiles, and the H- 
bomb. Might this be our Assyria? 

And, fellows, as it is with nations, so 
it is with individuals like you and me. 
We cannot break God’s laws—any of 
them—and get away with it. Punish- 
ment will follow, as surely as night fol- 
lows day. We are all sinners. God’s 
Word says that “all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). “The wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23). “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” (Ezek. 18:20). God’s Word 
has made this awful fact so clear that 
no one can mistake it. But our gracious 
God has at the same time made a way 
of escape for any sinner who is sorry 
for his sin and wants to escape the pen- 
alty. It is in that same Romans 6:23, 
for the whole verse reads: “The wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 

Repentance, confession, and accept- 
ing Jesus Christ as Saviour—that is the 
only way out; it is the only way to es- 
cape the penalty of the sin which is in 
every life. If you have done that, then 
you need have no fear of the future. 





My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we learned that God 
commanded the Prophet Hosea to 


marry an immoral woman. She was 
a picture of the nation of Israel, which 
had turned to idolatry like the sur- 
rounding nations, instead of serving the 
Lord only. Hosea, the faithful hus- 
band, was a type of the God who 
loved Israel in spite of their sins and 
idolatry. 

We learned from the Prophet Amos 
about the wealth of Israel at this time. 
This is called to our attention again in 
Hosea 12:8. Now read Hosea 13:1, 2. 
Here we see again the two sins for 
which Israel was taken into captivity: 
injustice and idolatry. 

God often referred to Israel as a 
vine. Read Psalm 80:8, 9 and Isaiah 
5:1-7. Using the figure of a grapevine 
for the people of Israel, the Lord tells 
how He had cared for His vineyard. 
After all He had done, they should 








have borne fruit for God, but they did 
not. 

Read Hosea 10:1. Here God says 
that Israel was bearing no fruit for 
Him, everything was for themselves. 
Verse 2 tells why: “Their heart was 
divided.” Sometimes when the heathen 
hear the Gospel, they are willing to 
add the worship of God to their idola- 
try, but this will not do. They must 
turn away from their false gods to 
serve the living and true God. 

Read Hosea 10:3-6. Israel had trusted 
in those golden calves from the day 
Jeroboam had made them. Hosea 8: 
5, 6 tells that the day was fast ap- 
proaching when their golden calves 
would be forever destroyed. 

Read Hosea 10:7, 8 The captivity 
of Israel was to picture the great judg- 
ment day yet to come, when the rulers 
of this world will cry to the rocks 
and mountains to fall on them, and 
hide them fram the wrath of the Lamb. 

God warned Israel again and again 
of their coming captivity, just as He 
warns people today of coming judg- 
ment. God even had Hosea name his 
daughter Lo-ruhamah, which meant, 
“No mercy.” Read Hosea 1:6. Every 
time Hosea called his daughter in from 
play, it was a reminder to the neigh- 
bors of his warning that God would 
no more have mercy on Israel, but 
would surely send them into captivity. 

There is a remarkable prophecy of 
this then future captivity in Hosea 
3:4. They were to abide many days 
without a prince and without a sacri- 
fice. We all know that this has been 
true of Israel for many years. But 
they were also to be without an im- 
age. Idolatry was one of the great 
sins for which they were taken into 
captivity, and it cured them of it. 
Though the Israelites have been scat- 
tered these many years over all the 
earth, they have never again had any- 
thing to do with idolatry. 

One of the saddest things about Is- 
rael’s unfaithfulness to the Lord was 
their pride in spite of their sins. Hosea 
5:5 and 7:10 speak of this. They would 
not acknowledge their sin until they 
were placed in the terrible affliction of 
the captivity. The most wonderful 
thing about all this was that the Lord 
loved them still in spite of their sins, 
their idolatry, and their pride, so that 
in Hosea 5:15 and in other places the 
Lord makes it clear that He is only 
waiting for their repentance, then He 
will restore them once more. 

Read Hosea 10:12 to learn His com- 
mand to Israel. How plainly He was 
just waiting to rain righteousness upon 
them! Next Sunday we shall see more 
of God’s changeless love for His un- 
worthy people. 

Now for a minute let us go back to 
the thought of Israel as the vine. Is- 
rael failed completely to bring forth 
fruit to God, and blessing to the peoples 
of the earth, as God had wanted them 
to do. But there is one who said, “I 
am the true vine,” and He never failed. 
Our Lord Jesus did no sin, there was no 
sin in Him. He always did that which 
pleased God. You and I have failed as 
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much as Israel did. We never have, 
and never can bring forth fruit to God 
of ourselves. But we are united to 
the True Vine as living branches. What 
we need to do is to “abide in Him” 
by obeying His Word, and then we will 
bring forth fruit. 

As we learn the last part of Hebrews 
1:3, let us remember that this glorious 
one, the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
these verses speak, is the one who is 
the vine; and we are the branches. 
We are in Him. As we abide in Him 
our lives will be characterized by right- 
eousness and mercy, and we will bring 
forth fruit to God, and be a blessing 
to others as well. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 557) 

1. Idolatry was Israel’s great sin. 

2. National judgment lay ahead. 

3. Israel is likened to a vine because 
that nation was designed to bear spir- 
itual fruit. 

4. Christ is the true vine (John 15: 
2). 

5. Israel’s religious system would fail 
them and be swept away by the As- 
syrians. 

6. God sent Hosea because He loved 
them. 

7. He was prepared to save them. 

8. Idolatry is possible today as men 
reject the true God for things. 

9. Money and pleasures (and self-in- 
dulgence) are two modern idols. 

10. Christians are in danger of idola- 
try by honoring servants as masters, 
and worshiping secondary things instead 
of God and Christ. 

WEsT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Never Postpone the Call.—Break up 

your fallow ground: for it is time to 
seek the Lord (Hos. 10:12, Golden 
Text). The urge of the Spirit can pass. 
A revival swept through the university 
at Princeton, New Jersey. Aaron Burr 
came to the president of the university 
and said: “Mr. President, I have made 
up my mind to consider the claims of 
Christ. Now, Mr. President, what 
would you do?” And the old president 
of the university gave him this advice: 
he said, “Burr, if I were you, I would 
wait until the excitement of the revival 
is subsided, and then I would think it 
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out carefully.” Aaron Burr bowed his 
head a moment, and then he said, “Mr. 
President, that is exactly what I will 
do.” Never again did he desire to be a 
Christian, and he died Christless—From 
Prairie Pastor. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes,.N. Y. Prize illustration. 


No Offense Intended.—lIsrael is an 
empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto 
himself (Hos. 10:1). No “exclusively 
religious section” appeared in the 
United States Exhibition in Moscow be- 
cause the State Department felt that 
such “would antagonize some visitors”— 
Newsweek. Instead, any element that 
spoke of religion was hidden among the 
other exhibits. The Exhibition was 
ostensibly to show the Russians “the 
American way of life.” It is tragic but 
all too true that the American way of 
life is characterized by just this thing: 
a lack of faith in God. “Religion” comes 
at the end of those things deemed essen- 
tial to our modern way of life. The 
Exhibition was an opportunity to show 
to the Russian people that upon which 
the United States was built: the free- 
dom of a Bible-loving people. What it 
amounted to was simply a competition 
between the communistic materialism 
of the Soviets and the democratic ma- 
terialism of the West.—From the Prairie 
Overcomer. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Surrounded by Their Sins.—Their 
heart is divided; now shall they be 
found faulty (Hos. 10:2). An old sailor, 
who in his young days had been a smug- 
gler, and had been imprisoned for the 
offense, said: “One day there was a 
revenue cutter heading straight for us, 
and we had on board a cargo of smug- 
gled ’baccy. Well, if we were caught, we 
knew that every man of us would go to 
jail, and the ship would be sawn in two 
and the ’baccy confiscated, so we 
pitched the stuff overboard as fast as 
we could. When the cargo had nearly 
all gone overboard, the captain sent up 
the cabin boy to report the approach of 
the cutter. In a trice he was down- 
stairs again, his face as white as a sheet, 
and gasping for breath. “What is the 
matter?” cried the captain, fearing some 
fresh disaster. ‘The ’baccy’s overboard, 
Captain,’ gasped the boy, ‘but it won’t 
sink!’ Yes, there it was floating all 
around the ship, proclaiming our guilt.” 
—Sent by J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Only One Anxiety.—Because we feared 
mot the Lord (Hos. 10:3). On Mr. 
Gladstone’s last visit to Oxford it is 
recorded that he sat in the senior com- 
mon room of Christ Church College, 
and talked at some length about the 
happy changes he had witnessed during 
his lifetime in the lot of the English 
people. His outlook was so radiantly 
optimistic that it aroused a challenge. 
One of the students said, “Sir, are we to 
understand that you have no anxieties 
for the future? Are there no adverse 
signs?” The grand old man of England 
answered slowly, “Yes; there is one thing 
that frightens me—the fear of God 
seems to be dying out in the minds of 
men.”—From Choice Gleanings Calen- 


dar. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


A Solemn Promise Broken.—They 
have spoken words, swearing falsely in 
making a covenant (Hos. 10:4). When 
Chinese Gordon led the regular troops 
of China against the Taiping rebels, he 
won the admiration and regard of the 
Chinese government. Toward the end 
of the war he accepted the swords of 
four rebel leaders whose lives were 
promised by Gordon. After the surren- 
der the government violated the pledge 
he had given, and against his stern pro- 
test, executed the rebel leaders. Gordon 
in disgust tore up his commission, re- 
turned his Chinese decorations, sent 
back a special gift of fifty thousand 
dollars he had received from the Em- 
peror, and scornfully refused to have 
anything further to do with a ruler who 
did not observe solemn treaties.—From 
A Year’s Prayer Meeting Talks, by 
Louis Albert Banks. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Disappear Like Foam.—As for Sa- 
maria, her king is cut off as the foam 
upon the water (Hos. 10:7). A graphic 
and picturesque image is this, aptly set- 
ting forth the emptiness and transitori- 
ness of that monarchy that was 
established at Samaria in defiance of 
God’s will; and which was continued by 
vacillating or by wholly idolatrous kings, 
with no regard to God’s honor, to God’s 
ordinances, to God’s prophets and mes- 
sengers. All persons and systems and 
principles that are opposed to God are 
doomed to perish. As the foam raised 
upon the surface of the torrent as it 
plunges over the rocks vanishes even 
while it is borne down by the swiftness 
of the current, so all persons, things, and 
institutions that God condemns as inimi- 
cal to Himself, as hostile to His author- 
ity and reign, are destined to disappear 
and sink into the dark depths of obliv- 
ion. The godless and often idolatrous 
kingdom, established in Samaria as its 
capital, comes to nought. Peoples who 
have been unfaithful to their trust, or 
negligent of their privileges, or waver- 
ing in their policy, have come to nought. 
“And, like a snowflake on the river, 
one moment seen, then gone forever.” 
How many cases of individuals known 
to us exemplify the principle thus fig- 
uratively set forth! Brilliant gifts, fine 
opportunities, glowing hopes, and, at the 
same time, want of true _ principle, 
thorough consecration. to God—who has 
not seen the combination? And who 
that has watched and followed such 
cases has not had occasion to remark 
that the laws of God cannot be violated 
with impunity, that the Lord reigneth, 
and that all that is not based upon a 
right relation with the supreme Lord 
and Saviour must surely come to nought, 
and be no more seen?—From Pulpit 
Commentary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


“Oh, God, Pity Them.”—The high 
places also of Aven, the sin of Israel, 
shall be destroyed; the thorn and the 
thistle shall come up on their altars; 
and they shall say to the mountains, 
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Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us 
(Hos. 10:8). A friend and I were driv- 
ing to a meeting. As we passed a cer- 
tain church she stopped and said, “Isn’t 
that a lovely old church. I used to be- 
long there; so did my parents. It was 
out and out for God, then, and the 
minister preached the whole Bible. 
There was no youth problem then, like 
today. The Sunday school was full, 
and had a waiting list of godly people 
anxious to teach. The present minister 
says he only believes ‘part of the Bible, 
and that the church must “keep up with 
the times,” but they can’t get enough 
teachers today to teach the small num- 
ber of children who attend. And, look, 
on that board it says a fashion show 
will be held on Wednesday night. 
That’s prayer meeting night, but they 
don’t have prayer meetings in my old 
church now.” My friend wiped the 
tears from her eyes and added, “Oh, 
God, pity them. How far they have 
strayed from His paths!”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Scarborough, Ont. Can. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God’s Ways Are Best 

(Hos. 13:4-6; 14:1, 4, 9) 

| jon the pupils’ efforts to re- 
present Hosea and his family. One 
evening perhaps Hosea and his family 
were sitting on the housetop in the 
evening breeze after a hot day. We 
can imagine his son Jezreel lying on 
his back, watching for the first star 
and thinking of God who made the 
beautiful evening sky. Maybe daughter 
Not-Loved was cuddled up against her 
father on one side, and son Not-My- 
People on the other, as they sat on the 
fioor. Mother Gomer sat in the shadows 
in the corner, still ashamed, till her 
husband took her hand in his and 
drew her over into the family circle. 
It was story time. Tonight the stories 
were about the olden days of their 
country; how their people had been 
Slaves making brick in Egypt, how God 
in a burning bush sent the shepherd 
Moses to free them, how God sent 
frogs, and lice, and hail, and the death 
of the oldest sons all through the land 
of Egypt till Pharaoh let the slaves go 
free, how God opened a way through 
the Red Sea as Pharaoh’s chariots came 
riding after them, how God spoke the 
Ten Commandments from Mount Sinai 
in thunder and lightning so that even 
Moses trembled before Him, how God 
sent food from Heaven every weekday 
to feed them in the desert and made 
water come from a rock, how God took 
them through the flooded Jordan River 
on dry ground, how God gave them vic- 
tory over all their enemies until they 
captured the land God gave them— 
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their country now. Who had saved 
them from Egypt? Who had done all 
this for them? The golden calf? Baal? 
Their idols? Of course not! Even lit- 
tle Not-My-People knew better! The 
Lord our God! 

We can imagine that then Gomer put 
the children to bed, and Hosea looking 
up into the now dark, starlit sky heard 
God’s voice speaking in his heart, a 
message to give the people tomorrow: 
I am the Lord your God from Egypt till now. 
You know no god but Me. 

There is no saviour but Me. 
I knew you in the desert, 
In a dry, dry land. 


They were fed, they had enough. 
They had enough, and their hearts became 


proud. 
And so they forgot Me 
(Hos. 13:4-6, free rendering) 
Perhaps Gomer returned then and 
sat beside Hosea. As his heart swelled 
with love for her and he put his arm 
around her to comfort her, he felt how 
God loved His sinning people who had 
gone away from Him in their hearts: 
Come back, Israel, to the Lord your God; 
You have fallen because of your sin. 
I will cure their going away, 
I will love them generously, 
My anger against them is gone. 
(14:1, 4, free rendering) 
Would Israel come back and do right? 
Hosea’s message ended with a question 
and a warning: 
Who is wise enough to understand this? 
Smart enough to know it? 
The Lord’s ways are right! 
Good people walk in them; 


Bad people fall down in them. 
(v. 9, free rendering) 


“The ways of the Lord are right, and 


the just shall walk in them” (Hos. 
14:9, Memory Verse). 
What sins did Amos see? As the 


years went by, Hosea saw others. One 
king after another was murdered as 
ambitious men wanted to rule the peo- 
ple. Will some of you make a list for 
us of the sins Hosea saw? (Hos. 4:1, 2, 
13a, 17; 6:8, 9a; 7:1, 5, 13; 8:1, 4, 5, 14a; 
11:2, 7; 12:7; 13:2.) Who will make a 
list of punishments for sin? (1:4, 6, 
9; 4:6, 10a; 5:6; 8:6, 8, 13, 14; 9:2, 3, 12, 
13, 17; 10:5-8, 14, 15; 11:5, 6; 13:7, 8, 16.) 
Who will make a list of good things if 
the people came back and walked in 





God’s ways? (1:10; 2:18, 20, 22; 6:1, 3; 
10: 12; 13:9, 10, 14; 14: 4-7.) 
ORONO, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD’S people did not love Him as 

they should have. When they 
needed a new king, they did not pray 
and ask God to show them whom they 
should have as king. They simply de- 
cided themselves whom they wanted. 
Instead of worshiping the true and 
living God of Heaven, they made im- 
ages of gold and silver—and worshiped 
them. Imagine that! They worshiped 
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the things they themselves had made. 
These things are sins. God hates sin. 
And God must and will punish sin. 
However, before God sends the punish- 
ment, He lovingly warns His children 
and urges them to give up their sin 
and turn their hearts to Him. Through 
Hosea, one of the prophets, God re- 
minded His people of His care for them 
always. Then He actually begs them to 
“return unto the Lord thy God.” If 
only His people would do this, He 
promises to forgive their awful sin, 
because He loves them so very much. 
As God loved His people in the long 
ago, so He loves you. He longs for 
you to be sorry for your sin and to 
come to Him. Will you do that right 
now? 

Among Us Teachers: Nothing—ab- 
solutely nothing!—is as important in 
your teaching as that of leading each 
of your Primaries to a saving faith in 
the Son of God. Good teaching is nec- 
essary. And good teaching requires 
good preparation. But “spiritual things 

. are spiritually discerned.” And if 
your pupils are to understand the spir- 
itual truths you impart, they must be 
born from above. That is why we 
have been stressing these past two 
weeks the importance of leading each 
child to Christ Jesus. 

Last week we itemized five thoughts 
which should be committed to memory 
so that you can use them when leading 
anyone to the Saviour. Now we want 
to list five more points to be used 
with your children, after they have 
professed to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As you deal at length with 
each child (individually if at all pos- 
sible), you will go over each point 
carefully. When adding the next point, 
be sure to go over the previous points. 
It will take at least twenty minutes 
to do this. But the child will remem- 
ber these facts and later he can use 
them to tell others what he has done. 

After you have dealt with the child 
(as given in last week’s outline), pray 
with him. Encourage him to pray. 
Do not formulate the prayer for him. 
Let him speak in his own words to 
the Father in Heaven. Then tell him 
to hold up his hand. You want to give 
him five things to remember—one thing 
for each finger. (This has been called 
the Gospel hand or the Gospel glove.) 
Have him say each point after you. 
Then explain the meaning of each a 
(We cannot take the space to go in! 
detail here, as you will do.) 

1. God loves me. 

2. Christ died for me. 

3. I have sinned. 

4. Today I received Him. 

5. Now I have everlasting life. 

You will see at once that the progres- 
sion of thought here is the embodiment 
of John 3:16. 

Point five last week was: Encourage 
him to tell someone else what he has 
done. He may find it difficult to do 
this, for he may not know exactly 
what to say. But when he has mem- 
orized today’s five simple points, he 
can tell them to others and thus give 
an effective testimony. Encourage him 
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to say to his unsaved family or friends 
at the conclusion of his testimony, 
“Mother and Dad, God loves you. The 
Lord Jesus died for you. You, too, have 
sinned. But today, if you will believe 
that He is the Son of God and if you 
will receive Him as your Saviour, you 
can have everlasting life.” 

May the Lord give you, dear teacher, 
the special joy of leading each of your 
beloved Primaries to the Son of God 
who said, “It is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish” (Matt. 
18:14). 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


Me 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 31 


4. Our Expectations 
(Mark 10:29, 30; Psa. 62:1-8) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ONTINUING with the informal type 

of meeting that we have uséd for 
the past several weeks, this fourth and 
last topic in the series, “Midsummer 
Musings,” should serve to draw out our 
members as to what they expect for the 
days that lie ahead. Encourage as 
many as possible to tell briefly some- 
thing of their desires and ambitions—in 
education, in business, in financial suc- 
cess, in happiness, and in the Christian 
life. 

b-4 


It may be well to begin your meeting 
with this period of daydreaming, cau- 
tioning those present to avoid any ridi- 
cule or petty levity. Young people can 
be very sensitive about their dreams 
and inmost desires, and lack of sympa- 
thy and understanding will stifle any 
freedom of expression or willingness to 
share their thoughts with others. 


se 


Follow this period with the Scripture 
readings chosen for this topic, and then 
lead into an open discussion as to how 
these Scripture verses throw light upon 
one’s planning for the future, where one 
may look for the right expectations, 
and how one may evaluate them. Some 
questions that the leader may suggest to 
start the discussion could include: 

Is God really interested in our dreams 
and ambitions? 

How can we find out what will make 
us truly happy? 

How far can I expect God to bless and 
further my aims for success in business, 
in economic security, and the like? 

How can I know that my plans are 
such that God will bless? 

Can I safely trust God with my fu- 
ture? Suppose He asks of me something 
hard or self-sacrificing or distasteful? 


As with the earlier topics in these 
“Midsummer Musings,” care should be 
exercised to sum up what is discussed 
with a constructive and Christian ap- 


praisal. The value of the meeting will 
be lost if the only result is a variety of 
opinions of individuals. 


se 


Our topic verses in Mark 10 bring re- 
assurance that, no matter what we may 
give up in order to follow Christ and to 
do His will, we shall never be the loser 
—in this life or in the next. The re- 
wards now may not always be those 
that can be reckoned as success by the 
world’s standards, but the rewards will 
be lasting and truly satisfying, even to 
a hundredfold. The missionary of the 
Gospel or the Christian worker who 
gives up family, or comforts, or con- 
veniences, or even health in order to do 
God’s will will not exchange the joy 
and peace and satisfaction that comes in 
his work for any of the seeming advan- 
tages of home and civilization. When 
away from his work for a time, he can- 
not rest until he can return to the place 
where God has put him. This same 
satisfaction can be ours in whatever 
place God has for us, when our hearts 
are yielded to Him. 

b-4 


The Scripture portion in Psalm 62 
shows how we may have the dreams 
and expectations that God wants us to 
have. Young Christians, and older ones, 
too, are sometimes puzzled and troubled 
because God does not seem to bless their 
plans, even when they are sincere in 
purpose, and when they ask Him to 
bless. Many times God cannot bless our 
plans because they do not take into ac- 
count His better way for us. The 
Psalmist, when he wrote this Psalm, 
had learned the ‘secret of waiting si- 
lently upon God until He showed him 
His plans and revealed His expectations. 
Only then could he be sure of God's 
blessings and strength and protection. 


se 


God reveals His better expectations 
and plans for us when we ask (Jas. 1:5); 
when we commit (Psa. 37:5); when we 
wait patiently (v. 7); when we do not 
fret (v. 7); when we trust (v. 3); and 
when we delight in Him (v. 4). He 
shows us His way and His expectation 
through the Scriptures, through the im- 
press of the Holy Spirit upon our spirits, 
through desires He implants in our 
hearts, through the counsel of trusted 
Christian friends, and through the open- 
ing and closing of doors in the circum- 
stances that we meet. All of these 
work together, never individually, to re- 
veal His will. Will you let your expec- 
tation be from Him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


bd 


We find by experience that it is good 
to “seek the Lord”; it “gives us rest.” 
While we pursue the world we meet 
with nothing but vexation—Matthew 
Henry. 
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Julie’s Birthday Party 
(Continued from page 550) 


I’m so happy she won a prize. Couldn’t 
you see how much she liked it?” 

Mother and Father smiled at each 
other, they knew that their little girl 
had learned a very important lesson 
that day. 


HOLLAND, MIcH. 
4 


Is It Scriptural To Warn... ? 
(Continued from page 552) 


Scriptures, and this is sin. To excuse 
failure to warn against such evils 
on the ground that God knows all about 
our present circumstances and that we 
should just trust Him to handle every- 
thing as He sees best, is a false and 
foolish position. The Lord Jesus spoke 
out against the evils of His day and He 
called some of the religious leaders of 
His time “whited sepulchres” (Matt. 23: 
27). To His disciples, however, He said, 
“As my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you” (John 20:21). And He 
prayed for them, saying, “Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word” (John 17:20). 


ve 


Voice of Tangier 
(Continued from page 555) 


Leipzig, East Germany. During each 
service he asked for a show of hands 
of those who had listened to the Voice 
of Tangier programs. “One-third of the 
congregation responded that they had 
listened,” said Mr. Freed. 

The Reverend Mr. Freed, who has 
completed three surveys of Russia and 
the Iron Curtain countries, has talked 
to many in those areas who listen regu- 
larly to the Gospel broadcast from Tan- 
gier. In referring to the new transmitter 
in Monte Carlo, Mr. Freed adds that, 
“whereas the Russian people have been 
able to pick up the Voice of Tangier 
broadcast on their radio sets, now, with 
the new transmitter, they cannot miss 
us! The Gospel will circle the globe 
by air.” 

CuaTHaM, N. J. 


ve 


What the Bookshelves Show 
(Continued from page 554) 


Studies in First Corinthians. By Al- 
bert Hughes, D.D. (The Crusader Press, 
6 Humewood Drive, Toronto, Can., 
$3.25.) Dr. Hughes divides the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians into three 
main sections and these into several 
subdivisions. This makes it easy to 
Study the Epistle and grasp its contents. 
He uses much alliteration, a character- 
istic of his writings. He speaks out 
Strongly against the present-day degen- 
eration of liberty into license; and 
against church divisions that are caused 
by pride and selfishness. Such warnings 
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are much needed today. His exposition 
of chapter 5, verse 1 seems questionable. 
He takes “fornication” in general to be 
the sin that is not even named among 
the Gentiles; but this can hardly be, 
since Corinth was infamous for every 
form of this sin. It appears rather that 
Paul is inveighing against an especially 
heinous form of incest. Dr. Hughes is 
editor of The Challenger and a well- 
known Bible teacher and conference 
speaker. His 314-page treatise on 1 
Corinthians will help readers to see and 
understand the many subjects dealt 
with, by inspiration, by the Apostle 
Paul. 


Miracle on the Prairies. The Story 
of Briercrest Bible Institute, Caron- 
port, Saskatchewan, Canada. By Ber- 
nard and Marjorie Palmer. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $3.) Webster’s Dic- 
tionary says that a miracle is “a won- 
der or wonderful thing, a marvel.” 
According to this standard the Christian 
educational work done by Briercrest 
Bible Institute and the Caronport High 
School near Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, 
is a miracle. From small beginnings, 
the work of these two schools has 
sprawled over the prairies. The Rev. 
Paul Smith, pastor of the Peoples 
Church of Toronto, says: “The Brier- 
crest Bible Institute has probably 
turned out a greater percentage of 
graduates as foreign missionaries than 
almost any other institution in the 
world.” A small group of Christians, 
thrilled by the life story of Hudson 
Taylor and other men of faith, called 
on Henry Hildebrand, a youthful Sun- 
day school missionary, to head up a 
work that they had envisaged. Hilde- 
brand had been born of German-Dutch 
parents in a little village on the banks 
of the Dnieper River near Odessa, 
Russia. When the Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion came, their property was taken 
from them and they were driven from 
Russia. The older Hildebrands were 
earnest Christians and were not embit- 
tered by their sufferings for Christ’s 
sake. They sought to pass on their 
faith to their son, Henry. The story of 
this young man’s determination to get 
an education and devote his life to the 
Lord in the founding of these two 
schools is truly a miracle on the plains. 
Many of the students have completed 
their education at Briercrest.. Others 
have gone from the high school to 
Wheaton College, McGill, Bob Jones, 
Seattle-Pacific, Moody Bible Institute 
and other Christian schools. This story 
should increase the faith of any be- 
liever. 


A Faith To Live By. By Harry 
Hutchison, Ph.D. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Natick, Mass., $2.) The widespread in- 
terest in religion has given rise to many 
heresies and perversions of the Gospel. 
Dr. Hutchison endeavors to meet this 
challenge with the thesis that the Chris- 
tian faith is thoroughly relevant for 
our day. His emphasis is upon a Chris- 
tianity that is a living personal contact 
with a living God. “Christianity is not 


so much a question of accepting a creed 
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as answering a call,” he writes. He 
lists certain enemies of the soul and 
demonstrates the victory that there is 
through personal faith in a personal 
Christ. Although the modern ecumen- 
ical movement and Dr. Albert Schweit- 
zer are mentioned favorably, this 
presentation is such as to cut away many 
of the diseases of modern Christendom 
and focus our attention on the eternal 
verities, noting that “it is not intel- 
lectual honesty but moral cowardice 
which makes most people reject the 
Gospel.” 


Mine Eyes Have Seen. An Auto- 
biography. By Daniel A. Poling, D.D. 
(McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York 36; 
$5.) What a revealing title for an 
autobiography is the title of this book! 
It is hard to lay aside this volume 
when once begun. Dr. Poling is author 
of more than a score of other books. 
He certainly knows the art of writing. 
He speaks of himself as “a man im- 
measurably blessed.” He simply loves 
people and sees the good in almost 
every one. This has led him to face too 
liberally, it must be feared, one of the 
Christian’s greatest difficulties, that of 
getting along with other people. Of 
course we must not ignore any class 
of men. Christ did not. But in doing 
so we cannot afford to endorse, even 
by association, some of the views held 
by other religious teachers. Dr. Poling 
seems to see no theological difficulty in 
bringing together for the purpose of 
interfaith understanding Roman Cath- 
olics, Jews, and Protestants. When he 
became associate preacher with Dr. 
David James Burrell in the Marble 
Collegiate Church of New York City, 
he admits that he had to “enjoy dif- 
ferences of opinion” about some 
preachers, but his relations with the 
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senior pastor were always happy. They 
had to agree to disagree about some 
matters. There can be no doubt that 
Dr. Poling believes in the Virgin Birth, 
but one could wish that he had out- 
lined more clearly what the Gospel 
message is, as he emphatically declares 
his faith in Christ. His devotion to 
the members of his family and his 
loyalty to his friends is heart-warming. 
He began life in Oregon where, at the 
death of a younger brother, he learned 
one of the great secrets of prayer. 
Early in life he moved east and then 
spread his ministry to the ends of the 
earth. There are still some remote 
corners where he has never been, but 
he expects to visit even these places. 
We like his humble view of life. “As 
I look back on my years of work and 
travel, as minister or leader of youth 
_ groups, as magazine editor or director 
of charity organizations, as columnist 
or presidential aid, I am _ repeatedly 
struck by the mystery of how I got all 
of this.” “In mysterious and wonder- 
ful ways I have been directed. I have 
had poignant friendships and stirring 
experiences, great love and _ sadness 
quite as great. And always there has 
been God’s purpose in the scheme of 
things.” 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


‘ July 25 to 31 


Mon.—Hosea 6:11b to 7:10. 
God Indicts Wickedness. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I remember all 
their wickedness: now their own do- 
ings have beset them about; they are 
before my face.” Heaven’s. record 
books are all accurate. Our omniscient 
God will yet present saints and sinners 
with a correct list of their works (2 
Cor. 5:10). “Therefore judge nothing 
before the time, until the Lord come, 
who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make man- 
ifest the counsels of the hearts: and 
then shall every man have praise of 
God” (1 Cor. 4:5). Accountability to 
God is certain. “We shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ” 
(Rom. 14:10). You will soon render 
your account to God (Heb. 13:17). 
Pray for the Korea Gospel Mission, 
Inc., Inglewood, Calif. 


Tues.—Hosea 8:1-10. 
Sowing and Reaping. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They have sown 
the wind, and they shall reap the 
whirlwind.” The effects of sin are all 
bad. Cause and effect operate in the 
realm of behavior just as in the chem- 
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ical laboratory. Be careful what you 
sow. Seeds will grow. Our Lord visits 
“the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth gen- 
eration of them that hate me; And 
shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and keep my command- 
ments” (Exod. 20:5, 6). Christian, heap 
up treasure in Heaven, but let every 
sinner take care, for God will certainly 
give to every man according to his 
works. Pray for Indo-Burma Pioneer 
Mission, Toronto, Can. 


Wed.—Hosea 9:1-9. Punishment Certain. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The days of 
visitation are come, the days of recom- 
pence are come.” As sure as time 
rolls on, the day of judgment will come. 
Nothing is more certain than that all 
must stand before God. It will be a 
costly, serious time for all. Many saints 
will have shame, and even heartbreak. 
Sinners will have woes eternal. It is a 
fearful thing to ignore and disobey 
the only wise God and Saviour. If 
the consequences of evil were to flash 
through the mind for even a moment, 
the stoutest heart would collapse. In 
great revivals, men and women sank 
to their knees in dead faint under their 
awareness of their offense to God. All 
hope of our salvation is in the hands of 
an offended God. We need a new 
awareness of the nature of sin. (See 
Heb. 12:25-29 with 10:28-31.) Pray for 
the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions, Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Hosea 10:1-8. 
The Curse of Idolatry. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Their heart is 
divided; now shall they be found faulty: 
he shall break down their altars, he 
shall spoil their images.” Idolatry is 
common today even in Christian cir- 
cles. Many are covetous; this is idol- 
atry. Many love money. Mammon, 
the Syrian god of wealth, is still served. 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon” 
is the statement of our Lord (Matt. 
6:24). Ideals also can be idols (2 Cor. 
10:5). Is your heart divided? Do you 
love the world and profess also to love 
the Lord? (See Matt. 4:8-10.) Pray 
for Conservative Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, Wheaton, III. 


Fri—Hosea 10:9-12. What Time Is It? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is time to 
seek the Lord.” If this was true in 
Hosea’s time, it is true even more so 
now at the end of the age. It portends 
great tribulation to all nations. The 
people of God ought to live in the 
light of “the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
There is a blessing in reading and ob- 
serving the prophesies of this Book, 
“for the time is at hand” (Rev. 1:3). 
“It is high time to awake out of sleep: 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand: let us there- 
fore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armour of light” 
(Rom. 13:11, 12). Pray for the Chil- 
dren’s Bible Mission, Lakeland, Fla. 


Sat—Hosea 13:1-4; 14-16. 
God, the Only Hope. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There is no 
saviour beside me.” Most people try 
to dodge God. None can escape Him 
any more than one can avoid death. 
“After this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 
The unavoidable God is our only Sav- 
iour, and He alone is our hope of par- 
don, peace, and Heaven. “Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). Remember that the word 
“perish” in John 3:16 comes before the 
words “everlasting life.” Either one or 
the other will be our eternal destiny. 
The issues of eternity are all settled 
in this life. Pray for an even greater 
Sunday School Times’ family. 


Sun.—Jeremiah 10:1-10. The True God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But the Lord 
is the true God, he is the living God, 
and an everlasting king: at his wrath 
the earth shall tremble, and the nations 
shall not be able to abide his indigna- 
tion.” All who read the Bible know 
God’s character from His words, and 
they know the character of Jesus Christ 
and His teachings. All who believe on 
the name of Christ, and show it in 
duties, devotion, and deeds, remind peo- 
ple that the God of the Bible is the 
true and only ruler of the world. How 
well do you know God? Do people 
recognize your knowledge of God? 
Pray for your local ministers. 
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A Tool Kit for Teachers 


HAT Sunday school teacher has 

not had to face such problems as 
discovering the best way to prepare a 
lesson, how to study her pupils, getting 
attention, finding and using illustrations, 
how to ask good questions, how to main- 
tain discipline, and the like? A hand- 
book, attractively bound in blue paper 
cover, and giving valuable answers to 
such problems and a number of others, 
has been prepared by Philip E. Howard, 
Sr. It is called “A Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools.” 

Why not place a copy in the hands 
of each of your busy Sunday school 
teachers and Christian workers, and give 
them the advantage of these Spirit- 
filled suggestions and the lift and in- 
spiration that may come from putting 
into practice these tested methods of 
Sunday school teaching and evangelism? 
The cost is moderate—one copy for 40 
cents; six for $2; twelve for $3.75; fifty 
for $15; or one hundred for $28. Just 
ask for the “Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools,” and address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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